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To A inn 
Mr. B A R XK E R. 


Reverend Sir, 
F HEN Providence had caſt my Lot at 


>» Hackney, it was moſt convenient for 
me to attend upon your Miniſtry. And 
as I reckon myſelf obliged, in common 

with all Chriſtians, to walk in all the Ordinances of 
the Goſpel, where I may be admitted ſo to do 
E without any Impoſitions upon Conſcience, I pro- 
| poſed to you to receive the Sacrament with you 
and your Congregation; to which both you and 
your then Fellow-labourer readily gave your Con- 
ſent. | 
As I have found your publick Miniſtrations in 
the main agreeable, in my Judgment, to the Rules 
of Goſpel Worſhip, and adapted to the Edification 
of Chriſtians ; I have had great Satisfaction in at- 
| tending upon them; and do heartily bleſs God for 
| thoſe miniſterial Abilities which he hath been pleaſ- 
ed ſo abundantly to furniſh you with; and pray, 
they may be long continued for his Glory and the 
| Good of many. 
| But thoſe un/criptural Doxologies you commonly 
make uſe of, I have always diſliked ; and have 
| now thought fit publickly to bear my Teſtimo- 
ny againſt the Practice, and to give my Reaſons 
[why I cannot approve of them or join in them. 
And as I am a conftant Attendant upon your Mini- 
try, I conſider myſelf, as more eſpecially concern- 
ed to addreſs myſelf to you upon this Subject: 
7 3 SE The 


. (4) 
The rather, becauſe the late Proteſt of Mr. G 10% 
againſt this Practice, and my taking that Occaſion 
to declare before your Congregation my Concurrence 
with him in that particular, ſeems to have heighten. 
ed your Zeal for it. For I have obſerved that you 
have been rather more frequent than heretofore, in 
the uſe of that Doxology which he more eſpecially 


proteſted againſt, namely, the aſcribing Glory 10 the : | 


Three Perſons as the One living and true Gon; and 
not only ſo, but have ſince that Proteſt thought fi 
to order your Clerk ſeveral times to add the fame 
kind of Doxologies to the Singing of the Pfalms ; 
which for ſome Years paſt had not been uſed in your 
Congregation. Upon theſe Accounts I may pre. 
ſume that you have well weighed the matter, and 
may have better Reaſons to juſtify this Practice, 
than I have yet been able to meet with. 

I know that my appearing, when Mr. Gilles 
Affair was to be conſidered, and my ſpeaking, as 
it was thought, in his Favour, was diſpleaſing to 
you and ſome of your Congregation. And fince 
ſome others alſo in the City, who had no Concer 
in that Affair, have thought fit to blame me for it, 
I Dope I may be excuſed in taking this Occaſion to 
vindicate my Conduct, 
_ Having been a conſtant Communicant with you 
ever ſince I came to Hackney, I might reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that the general Invitation or Defire, that all 
who were Members of the Congregation or Contribu- 
tors would ſtay, inciuded me as well as others. 
And being there, when One who fat near me had 
ſaid, that he ſuppoſed, All preſent were unanim!. 
in declaring that they could not be ſatisfied to fit ur. 
der Mr. G's Miniſtry, or to hear him any more; 
I ſhould have betray'd a mean Spirit indeed, it | 
had let this paſs ſo; when in truth I could be fati- 
| fied to hear him, and to continue under his Mini 
ſtry. Surely there could be no Crime in declaring 

n i this; 


E ( 5 ) | 
ſchis; eſpecially when I added at the ſame time, 
that I faid this only with reſpe& to myſelf and my 
E own Sentiment; leaving others to judge for them- 
ſelves. | 

But I ſuppoſe the Offence was principally taken 
from my publickly owning upon that Occaſion, 
that I thought Mr. G. in the right in what he had 
E ſaid concerning unſcriptural Doxologies ; and that 
E therein I did concur withhim, I] may preſume, it 
will generally be allowed, that the attending upon 
any Man's Miniftry, and joining with a Chriſtian 
Aſſembly in publick Worſhip, ought not in Rea- 
ſon to be conſtrued as giving one's Aſſent and Con- 
ſent to all and every thing that the Miniſter ſhall 
t fay or do in the publick Adminiſtrations, With 
this I ſatisfied mylſeif, when ſome things occurred, 
which 1 did not approve of. However, I thought 
it would not be improper (rather that it became me) 
to take that Opportunity of expreſly declaring my 
Diſſent in the Particular referred to, before you and 
your Congregation, with whom I did ſtatedly join 
in publick Worſhip. Nor was this, as you ſeemed 
to take it, with a deſign to debate at that time 
© with you or any then preſent, concerning any Mat- 
ters, wherein I might think Mr. G. to be in the 
night; but only, taking that Occaſion of declaring 
my Mind with reference to that Practice; and let- 
ting the People ſee that I had not altogether the 
lame Reaſons for being diffatisfied with Mr. G. as 
they had. I did indeed add, in order to abate 
ſomewhat of their Ofence upon this Head, That 
they who were ſo much offended with a Perſon for de- 
claring againſt ſuch Doxologies, might do well to con- 


g ider whether thoſe who diſlike them had not as much 


© Reaſon to be offended at the uſe of them; eſpecially 
| ſince there could be no Pretence for the Neceſſity of 
it, when the Apoſtles of our Lord never uſed them, 

nor perhaps the Chriſtian Church for 300 Tears af- 


ter 


(6) 
ter them, I meant this more eſpecially with re. 
ſpect to the Doxology ſometimes uſed by you, 
giving Glory &c. to Father, Son, and Spirit, ex. 
preſily as the One true God, 

How free ſoever any may be in cenſuring what 
I then did, I cannot, on the moſt cool Reffection 
blame myſelf for it; ſo far from it, that you ſee 
now I am not aſhamed to make the like Declaration 
before the World; judging it a matter of Impor- 
tance that the Chriſtian Worſhip be regulated by 
the Word of God. And truly, according to my 
Senſe of the Matter, this is no other than declaring 
for the Word of God in oppoſition to the Trad:- 
tions, and the Doctrines, and the Commandments 
of Men; which as a Chriſtian, a Proteſtant, and a 
Difſenter, J hope I ſhall never be aſhamed of. 
And you muſt excuſe me, Sir, if upon this Oc- 
caſion, I take notice of ſome things among the Diſ- 
ſenters, which I apprehend to be prejudicial to the 
common Intereſt of Chriſtianity, as well as diſ- 
honourable to themſelves; who may, I think, in 
the genera], make as juſt a Claim as any Body of 
People whatſoever, to the Glory of being Aſſertors of 
Liberty, Civil and Religious. I do it in this Ad- 
dreſs to you, if it may be a means to excite you and 
others of like Abilities, Reputation and Influence 
among them, to take proper Methods, as to your 
Prudence ſhall ſeem meet, and as far as you ſhal! 
concur with me in judging thoſe things to be wrong, 
to correct and amend them. | | 
The firſt Thing I ſhall mention, is a preſumptucas 
Raſhneſs (this is the ſofteſt Name the thing wil! 
bear) in making Fundamentals, confining Chriſtianity 
to a certain Set of Notions and Interpretations of 
Scripture, and with ſome perhaps to particular 
Phraſes of Men's Invention, The excellent Mr. 
Chillingworth hath repreſented the Miſchief of this 
in a moſt lively and affecting manner in that known 
i | Paſlage : 
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I paſſage: This preſumptuous impoſing the Senſes 


« of Men upon the Word of God—under the Penalty 


= cc of Death and Damnation; this deifying our own 


e Interpretations and forcing them upon others ;, 
„this reſtraining the Word of God from that Lati- 
„e tude and Generality, and the Underſtandings of 


Men from that Liberty, wherein Chriſt and his 


7 Apoſtles left them, is and hath been the only Foun- 


mon among the | 
= cxtravagant Attachment to the Aſſembly's Catechiſm. 
Such compendious Syſtems of the Doctrines of 
| Chriſtianity, may, no doubt, be of Uſe. And many 
great and good Men, and theſe not only among 
| Diffenters, have had a high Eſteemof this in particu- 
| lar, But to make it a Standard of the Interpreta- 
lion of Scripture, from which none muſt depart ; 
this, it muſt be own'd by every conſiſtent Proteſtant, 
s a Reſpect more than is due to any human Com- 
| poſition whatſoever. But this, it is viſible ſome do; 
not indeed in ſo many Words; but in Effect and 
| Reality: much in the ſame manner as Papiſts make 
| the Pope's Decrees the Rule of their Interpretation 
| of Scripture ; which is indeed to all Intents and 


| « zain of all the Schiſms in the Church, and is that 
e which makes them immortal; the common Incen- 


« diary of Chriſtendom ;, and that which tears in 


pieces, not the Coat, but the Bowels and Members 
, Chriſt, ridente Turcd, nec dolente Judæo. 
| That many among Diſſenters, as well as in other 
Parties of Chriſtians, have been, and are ſtill too 
much guilty in this reſpect, is too notorious to be 
denied. I would to God Chriſtians would conſider 
© what they are doing, when they take upon them 
to make that neceſſary to the being a Chriſtian, 
which Chriſt himſelf hath not made ſo. What is 
this, but to make a New Goſpel ? 


Another Thing 1 would take notice of as com- 


(enters, is an unreaſonable and 


Purpoſes a ſetting aſide the Scriptures as a Rule, 


and 
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t ticular Caſe: But I may be allow'd to ſay, that ſome 


gregation chuſes a Minifter at firſt ; and when they 
may think fit to turn him off upon ſome diſlike, 


not ſtick to declare, that Miniſters are the Servant 


Hall injoin them, and when they decline this, their 


3 Kn 
and ſubſtituting the Pope's Decrees in the room ot 
them. This is what Proteſtants have generally 


charged them with; and no doubt, very juttly 


I am ſorry that any among us, who it muſt be o.] d 
are generally as much averſe to Popery as any Peo. BE 
ple, ſhould in this reſpec act like them. They have 
indeed a different, and a much better Standard of 
Interpretation of Scripture than Papiſts have; but 
ſo far I think they agree; bey /ub/irtute their cu 
particular Standard as the Rule in the room of Scrip. 
Jure. | 

One thing more I ſhall take the Freedom to touch 
upon; and that is the Liberty which ſome Diſjenter: 
think they may take in turning off their Miniſters, 
I do not mean in mentioning this, to enter into a 
Debate with your Congregation upon their late 
Proceeding againft Mr. G. or to confider any par. 


there are among us, who carry this Point to too great 
a Height. I am, I believe, as fully perſwaded as 
any Man among the Diſſenters, of the People's 
Right to chuſe their own Paſtor, I know of no 
Authority, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, that hath Warrant 
from Chriſt the ſole Head of his Church, to impoſe 
a Miniſter upon any Chriftian Congregation with- 
out their Approbation and Conſent. But I ſuppoſe 
it will be allow'd that there is a Difference to be 
made in the Exerciſe of this Right, when a Con- 


after that he hath by their own Choice been ſettled 
among them. I have heard indeed that a certain 
Divine in the Weſt of England ſome time ago did 


of the People, hir'd to preach ſuch Doctrines as the) 
People may turn them off as not doing the Wark tl 


were bred to do. This Gentleman truly took care 
| not 


W not to exceed in magnifying his Office. I hope the 
Generality of Diſſenters have a different Notion of 
© Miniſters being their Servants for Chrift*s ſake, 

But I fear, many there are who make too light a 
matter of diſmiſſing them upon any diſlike. Tho? 
a4 Chriſtian Congregation may not be accountable to 
any Human Juriſdiction for their Treatment of 
their Miniſter ; yet doubtleſs they are accountable 
to our common Lord. When a {ſerious Perſon in 
the Integrity of his Heart, it may be with plain 
E Circumſtances of great Self-denial, hath devoted 
FE himſelf to the Service of Chriſt in his Goſpel ; when 
this Perſon hath been approved as a Miniſter, and 
t choſen by a Society of Chriſtians for their Paſtor, 
and they ſhall thruſt him out of the Lord's Yine- 
yard, ſet a Brand upon him, and as far as their 
Influence reaches, warn others not to hear him or 
regard him as a Miniſter ; and this it may be mere- 
© ly for his diſcharging a good Conſcience towards 
his Lord and Maſter, who hath given it in Com- 
- miſſion to his Miniſters to teach all things, whatſoever 
he bath commanded them : will not his Lord and 
© Maſter, who holds the Stars in his Right-hand, 
E reſent this Treatment of his faithful Servant? This 
I ſhould think deſerves to be conſider' d. Not to 
mention what a diſcouragement it muſt be to an im- 
partia] Study of the Scriptures; and a free and 
faithful declaring what may appear to be the Truth, 
and of Importance in the Chriſtian Religion. 
But I am ſenſible ſuch Things as theſe might 
come with a better grace from ſome other hand 
than from mine. I may expect to be told, that it 
is no Wonder that I ſhould plead againſt the Ejecting 
© of Miniſters, who was my ſelf ejected by the Congrega- 
lion at Newington. Diſſenter smay remember that 
the Name of an Ejected Miniſter was not in the laſt 

Age reckon'd, among them, a Term of Reproach. 
| Unthinking People will ” doubt make 3 
IJ . ©» 
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between the being ejeFed by a common Adverſary, 
and the being ejected by ſome of their own Party. Bu 
conſiderate Ferſons, J preſume, will acknowledy: 
that where it is really for matter of Conſcience, the 
Caſe, at leaſt with reſpe& to the Perſon himſelf, | 
fundamentally the ſame; however it may mee 


with different Treatment from Men. Be that x; 


it will; I hope I may have Liberty to ſpeak my 
Mind with reſpect to theſe Matters, as well as ano. 
ther; and with impartial Perſons, as far as what! 
offer ſhall appear agreeable to Reaſon, it wilt have 
the ſame Weight. ' 

I do aſſure you, Sir, that what I write upon th! 
Occafion, is not from any private Reſentment. ] 
thank God, I had not, as I remember, any Reſent. 
ment upon account of the particular Injury done 
to me, at the Time of my Ejefment, as it hath been 
call'd; and I ever retain'd a ſincere Reſpect fur 
ſome worthy Perſons who. were concern'd in that 
Affair. And as to any Proſpect for the future, 
have not the leaſt Expectation of ſettling with any 
Congregation. For tho' I can content my {elf, 
when I preach occaſionally where any are pleaſed to 
accept of my Labours, to inſiſt only upon the 
Points of Religion generally acknowledged ; yet it 
I were call'd to take the Charge of a Chriſtian Con- 
gregation, I might think my {elf obliged, in the bel 
manner I could, to make known to them he who! 
Counſel of God, and to give them a right Notion of 
all the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion. And! 
muſt own I do not expect, while I live, to hear cf 
many Congregations among Diſſenters that will bear 
this. 135 

I was willing to take notice of theſe things, 3: 
Judging them Matters in which the Honour of the 
Chriſtian Religion in general, as well as of the 
-Diſſenters in particular, and the Peace of 2 5 
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© (11) 
„Churches are nearly concern d. And I hope, Sir, 

that your Candour and Goodneſs will excuſe the 
Freedom J have taken; and that no honeſt Diſ- 
e ſenter will be offended at it. I could wiſh that ſome 
proper Perſon, whoſe Advice might come with 
. mo Weight, would ſet theſe Matters in a juſt 
Light. 
Þ With reſpe& to the Point I debate in the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, you will find I have particularly 
conſider d what the Reverend Dr. J/arts hath offer'd 
upon this Head; a Writer whom all muſt reſpect 
for his Fairneſs and Candour, as well as Ingenuity. 
As he hath frequently taken occaſion to treat of this 
Matter, ſo he ſeems very defirous to juſtify the 
Practice. His Attempts for this purpoſe appear to 
me inſufficient. _ I ſhall be glad to receive from you 
| ſome farther Satisfaction. Your perſiſting in the 
Practice, and abounding more and more in the Uſe 
of the Doxologies moſt excepted againſt, may be 
nun Evidence that you are till of the ſame mind, 
„ or rather more confirm'd by the late Oppoſition. 
© W But whether the World may not expect it from you, 
ss a Chriſtian Divine, that you ſhould be fo kind 
as to endeavour to ſatisfy others, I ſhall leave it to 
you to conſider. TE 
In the mean time, ſince you were ſo generous as 
to declare publickly, after that I had own'd my 
agreeing with Mr. C. in this Matter, that I ſhould 
be welcome to communicate with you, it is my pre- 
| ſent Purpoſe ſo to do; unleſs it ſhall be ſignified to 
ne, that it will be diſagreeble to your ſelf, or to 
| any of your Congregation ; then I ſhall peaceably 
| withdraw. For tho' I am entirely of the late Dr. 
| Calamy's mind, who ſpeaks thus, (a) © Nothing is 
to me more evident, than that all who ſoberly pro- 
| © feſs an Adberence to the Baptiſmal Covenant, have 


(a) Def, of Nonconf. Part 2d. Introd. p. 94. 
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| „„ 
« a right to all the Ordinances of Chriſt in an 
« Church, in any part of the Earth, where their Li. 
« 75 caſt,” yet I would give no diſturbance to any 
Chriſtian Congregation, or cauſe any Uneafineſ; 
among them upon my account. I am for Liberty, 
and I am for Peace. 

But however this my preſent Addreſs may he | 
reſented by you, or any of your People; I ſhall | 
pray that it may pleaſe God to continue your Capa- 
city for Uſefulneſs, and abundantly bleſs your pious 
Labors to the Benefit of thoſe who ſhall attend upon 
your Miniſtry, I am, | 

Six, with ſincere Reſpect, 
Feb. 7, 17 35. Your Friend and Servant, 


Martin Tomkins. 


Feb. 20th, 


P. S. I do acknowledge that there is expreſs Scrip- 

ture Warrant for the Worſhip of our Bleſſed Saviour; 
but there may be a Worſhip paid to the Son that is 
not authoriſed by Scripture. I do heartily join with 
Saints and Angels in aſcribing Bling and Honour, 
and Glory and Power unto the Lamb, in conjunction 
with #111 that fitteth upon the Throne; but I never 
find the Apoſtles of our Lord, or Saints and Angels 
above, aſcribing to the Lamb a full Equality with 
God his Father. And therefore I could not join in 
the Hymn that was ſung by the Congregation 
yeſterday after Sermon, no doubt by your Order, 
wherein are the following Words, 5 


Let there is One of human Frame, 
5 Jeſus, array'd in Fleſh and Blood, 
*« Thinks it no Robbery to claim 
A full Equality with God. 


vs Theit 
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Their Glory ſhines with equal Beams; 
Their Eſſence is for ever One, 


« Tho? they are known by different Names, 


The Father-God, and God the Son. 


© « Then let the Name of Chriſt our King 
With equal Honours be ador'd.” 


I doubt not but you are fully perſuaded you 


made out the Point of Chriſt's being equal with God 


in the Sermon; but with Submiſſion, I am per- 
| ſuaded that you came far ſhort of it. The Fews 
indeed accuſed our Lord of making himſelf equa! 
| with God, as well as of breaking the Sabbath, 
but Chriſt himſelf expreſſly ſaid to his Diſciples, 
| My Father is greater than I. Whom ſhall I believe, 


or which ſhall J have moſt Regard to, a malicious In- 


| nuendo of the Jews ; or Chriſt's own expreſs Words? 
I know, both you and good Mr. Henry, whom you 
quoted as condemning the Ariaus from this Text, 
are perſuaded that Chriſt allowed the Charge to be 
| juſt ; but I think his Anſwer is plainly a direct Con- 
| futation of it. I don't mean by this to draw you 
into a Controverſy upon this Head. Enough hath 
been written on both ſides; if any are deſirous 
| impartially to examine into the Matter. I give this 
| Hint only to let you, and thoſe who heard you, 
| fee, that there may be ſomewhat beſides Pride 
and Obſtinacy, that may lead a Man out of the 
common Road, and hinder him from being con- 


vinced by Arguments, which you and others may 
be fatisfied with. 


can patiently hear any Man offer Arguments 


| for what he apprehends to be Truth, tho I may 
not be convinced by them; and can excuſe ſome _ 
| little Reflections by the way upon thoſe who are 
| Of a different Opinion, as being deſigned to guard 


D 


| the Hearers more effectually from being led away 
by the ſuppoſed Error of the Wicked, But in 
: direct 


| 
q 
3 
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direct and immediate Acts of Publick Worſhip, | 
think Miniſters may be content, and ſhould be 
content, (as good Dr. Watts expreſſes it) to follow 
the expreſs Direttions and Examples of Scripture, 
and imitate the inſpir'd Apoſtles, thoſe firſt and mi 
glorious Chriſtians ; that ſo All preſent may with 
one Mind, and one Mouth glorify God, even the Fa. 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Lamb that 
was /lain, who hath redeemed us to God by his own 
Blood. | 


I éthink it proper to acquaint you, that Mr. G 
was not in the leaſt privy to my writing this Le!rer. 
or the following Enquiry. 


1 


A Calm ENQUIRY, Se. 


4 T is the common Practice, as is well known, 
| among Diſſenters, to join the Holy Spirit with 


the Father and the Son in their Doxologies at 


the Concluſion of their Prayers. Some think fit to 
© aſcribe Glory, &c. to the Three Perſons together, 
| expreſſly, as the One living and true God. Some 
are pleaſed ſometimes to direct immediate Addreſſes 
by way of Invocation and Thankſgiving diſtinctly 
to the Holy Spirit. I would now enquire, by what 
Authority they do this; or what Warrant they have 
for this manner of Worſhip. 


I need not obſerve what Cenſure they themſelves 


| paſs upon it, on ſuppoſition that the Holy Spirit 
de not the Supreme God, but a Perſon or Being 
| diſtin from the One God, and inferior to him. 
| But I fay nothing of this, ſuppoſing that this is 
with moſt a Point not allowed to be call'd in 


queſtion, 


| Let it be ſuppoſed then that the Holy Spirit is 
one of the Perſons in the Godhead, as the common 
| Exprefſion is; I ſtill query, what Warrant Chriſtians 
| have for a direct and diſtinct Worſhip of this third 
| Perſon in the Godhead, It is acknowledged that 
| there is no expreſs Precept or Example for it in the 
| Scriptures. This hath been again and again expreſſ- 
| ly own'd by that fair and candid Writer, the Reve- 
rend Dr. Watts, I ſhall cite his Words, (a) He 
| puts the Queſtion, ** 1s it proper for us to addreſs 
| © our ſelves in a way of Prayer or Praiſe, direttly tio 


(a) Vid. Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity, Prop. 20. p. 219. 
| 0 the 
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% pointment. (f) Since the Scripture is given“ 


62) 


be bleſſed Spirit ? » In his Anſwer he ſays 


follows; «© 7 confeſs wwe cannot find in Scripture a 
& ſuch poſitive and expreſs Precepts or Examples i; 
« Petition and Praiſe, ſo direcily addreſſed to the 2 


© Spirit, as there are ta the Father and to the don 


(62) a Doxology which has no Pattern or Prec. 
* in Scripture, —there is no plain and poſitive Com. 
** mand for it there, nor any Account of the Praftic 
** of it. (c) We find ſo great a Silence in Scripture; 


any expreſs Precepts or Patterns of Praycr o. 


« Praiſe, directed aiſtinftly to the Perſon of 1. 


© Bleſſed Spirit. (d) I think it may be affirmed, Thet 


Eo there is not any one plain and expreſs Inſtance in a 


„ the Scripture, of a Doxology diretlly and diſtini!ly 
« addreſid to the Holy Spitit.“ 

From hence I think the Inference is ER and 
muſt be granted by all, This cannot be a Neceſſar, 
Part of Worſhip ; otherwiſe, we muſt condemn the 
Apoſtles as guilty of a great Omiſſion ; who, as far 
as appears, never practiſed it themſelves, nor recom. 


| mended it to others. To ſuppoſe they did, tho 


we have no mention of it in Scripture, where ye! 
we meet with frequent Doxologies of theirs, and 
Addreſſes by way of Prayer or Petition, would be 
an unreaſonable Preſumption. I can't imagine that 


any ſober Perſon would pretend to build a necelſlary 


Duty upon ſo ground leſs a Suppoſition. But let us 
hear the frank Conceſſions of the aforecited Auth 
with reſpect to this Point. (e) * am not willing 


« to be the Man who ſhould venture to ſay, there i 


an abſolute Neceſſity of uſing any Doxology, Wii! 
« has no Pattern or Precept in Scripture, Me wilt 


hade a care leſt we make any thing neceſſary ©) 


mere human Cuſtom or Conſtitution, whicy the 
* Holy Scripture hath uot made jo by a Divine Ap- 


77 


(6) p. 224. (c) p. 232. (4) Diſſertat. 5 P. 15! 


(-) Chriſtian DoRrine, P. 223. ⁵³ Pp. 232: Wired 
17764 


0 3) 

© diref our Worſhip, i is it not better in our 1 moſt COIs 
mon and uſual Addreſſes to God to follow the expreſs 
% Directions and Examples of Scripture, and imitate 
« the inſpir'd Apoſtles, thoſe firſt and moſt glorious 
« Chriſtians * And ſince we find ſo great a Silence in 


« Scripture of any expreſs Precepts or Patterns of 


« Prayer or Praiſe, directed diſtinctly to the Perſon 
« of the Bleſſed Spirit, let us not bind it upon our 
«© gown Conſciences, nor upon others, as a piece of 
© * neceſſary Worſhip (g). I there be neither Precept 
« nor Pattern for it in Scripture, it ought not to be 
« efteemed ſo conſlant, and ſo neceſſary a part of 
« Worſhip as modern Ages have mage it, and as 1 
« once thought it to be” Might it not be hop'd 
that this alone ſhould be ſufficient to abate ſomewhat 
of that mighty Zeal which many ſhew tor this Prac- 
tice, while yet they know that ſome do not : approve 
of it, and declare they cannot join in it, That it is 
confeſſedly zo neceſſary Part of Chriſtian Worthip ? 
But I proceed; Dr. V/atts doth farther ablerve; 
() That ** as it is the Scripture which alone could 
« reveal the Father, Son and Spirit to us; ſo it is 
&* That muſt be the Rule and Ground of the particular 
* Worſhip we pay to each of the ſacred Perſons.” 
This, I think, all muſt allow to be very juſt, Well 
then; ſince we find, not only ſuch an entire Silence 
in Scripture of any expreſs Precepts or Patterns of 
Prayer or Praiſe, directed diſtinctly to the Bleſſed 
Spirit, as hath been acknowledged; but allo the 
like Silence as to any manner of Direction about it, 
or Intimation of it; what is the Inference? why 
truly ſuch Worſhip is Uz/crip/ural. And to pre- 
tend Reaſons for it, what is it but to pretend to be 
wiſe above what is written, and to know better 


Worſhip of God r 


(s) Diſſert. 5. P. 152. () Differt. 5. p. 152. 


C The 


than the Apeſtles did, what is fit to be done in the 
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The ingenious Writer we have referr'd to, 
pleaſed to ſuggeſt ſeveral ** Reaſons why the A 
e poſtles have not left us any Precept or Example of 
Petition and Praiſe, ſo direttly addreſſed io the 
« Perſon of the Holy Spirit, as there are to the Ha- 
« ther and the don.“ One would think that if 
there were good Reaſons for the Apoſtles forbearing 
this Practice, and for their giving no Orders about 
it, thoſe ſhould be good Reaſons tor our forbearing 
it alſo. And to uſe the Words of the fame learn- 
ed Writer (7), „Since the Scripture is given 10 di- 
„ rect our Worſhip, is it not better [he is pleas 
to put it, © in our common and uſual Addrejje, 
%% God,” I think we may fairly put it without 
any Reſtriction] is it not better in our Addreſſes to 
God, 4 follow the expreſs Directions and Eα WF 
of Scripture ; and imitate the nſpir'd Apoſtles, thee WW 
Nirſt and meſt glorious Chriſtians ? . 
But let us ſee what is alleg'd for this Practice, Which 
the Apoties never thought fit to order or direct. 
Dr. Watts, in his Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity, 
Had repreſented this as founded on the Reaſon - | 
Tin, (e); but that which he then thought a plain 
Reaſon for it, he thought good to retract atter- WF | 
wards (4). I may obſerve in general, with reference 
to any ſuch Argument, it would prove too much ; | 
it will undoubtedly, if it prove any thing, prove 
it a Duty to pay ſuch Worthip to the Holy Spirit; 
and contequently, that the Apes were detedlive, 
either in not ſecing this Reaton of Things as well 
as we, or not pracuſi ng according to it. G et after 


all, this ſeems to be. the main ron yea, | 
thould think muſt be the oniy Ground, that is or 
can be pretended tor it; if we have no poſitive 
Precept or Example in Scripture. So the Doc#or, i 
his Sermon upon the Trinily Gn, which I think is the 


i) Chriſtian Doctrine, p. 232. (k) Vid. p. 222- 
(% DMertat. 3d. p. 55. marg. not. in) p. 453- 


. — 8 0 


laſt 


(4) 


4 laft thing he hath publiſhed on the Subject; << Now 


« the" it be generally agreed, that there are no plain 


« and expre 5 5 Precepts or Examples of Prayers or 
00 1 fo airefily addr eſſed to the Holy Spirit. --- 

« Yet, fince the Holy Sp?rit is true God; fince he is 
0 e in Scripture in a Pet ſonal manner, or 


a4 Divine Perſon ; and ſince in the ſacred 


« (Economy he is appointed to enlighten, to ſanctiſy, 
« to comfort us; I think we may by juſt Inference 


| « derive ſufficient Ground ſrom Scriplures, upon ſome 


« occaſions to offer Petitions to the Holy Spirit for 
His ſacred influences, and to give him praiſe when 
* we have received them.” Now this is arguing 


| from the Reaſon of Things; and if the arguing be 
ſolid and juſt, will, I think, conclude, not only that 


we may; which ſeems to be all the Door would 
contend for; ; but that we ought in ſuch manner to 
offer Petitions to the Holy Spirit, and to give him 
Praiſe; and conſequently that the Apoſtles, the/e 


firſt and moſt glorious Chriſtians, are to be blamed, 


who never did, as we know of, upon any Occaſion 
make ſuch Prayer, or give Praiſe in ſuch manner to 


| the Holy Spirit, as the "Dodtoris there pleas'd to give 


us a Specimen of. And why may we not be con- 


tented to © regulate our Worſhip of the Bleſſed Tri- 


* nity (only and always) by the (F conomy of the Goj- 


peel; “ which the Doctor owns it generally ought 
to be; ©. according to which, he obſerves, our di- 
rect Addreſſes are generally [| fay always in the 
N. T.] made to the Father or to the Son, who are 
| * ſeated on a Throne, and ſuſtain a Royal Cha- 


 ratter (u).“ 
But for a farther Confutation of all ſuch Reaſon- 


| ings in Defence of this Practice; I ſhall make uſe 
ot an Obſervation of the Learned Dr. Waterland 
hom Dr. Watts ſtiles That great Defender of the 
| Divinity of Chriſt (o), and to whoſe Diſcourſe about 


(n) Chriſt, Doctr. p. 220. () Diſſertat. 1. p. 26. 
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(65 ) 

the Object of Worſhip he refers with particular 
Marks of Approbation (p), and ſhall ſhew, that up. 
on that Learned Doctor's own Principles, who hath 
carried the Equality of Nature among the Sacred 
Three as high as poſſible, there cannot be a ſufficient 
Warrant for dire& Worſhip of any of the Three 
Perſons diſtinctly, no not of the Father himſelf; 
but from a poſitive Command or expreſs Direction of 
the Word of God. 


According to the Doctor's Hypotheſis the ſeve- 


val Offices of the Three Perſons are by mutual Apree- 
ment and voluntary Compatt, Now whereas i; 
« is by mutual Agreement and voluntary CEcononny, 
* that Supremacy of Ojfice belongs to the Father (q), 
what that Supremacy is, what Prerogatives it 
carries with it, could not be known but by Revela- 
tion; and conſequently whether this in particular, 
that all Worſhip is primarily and eminently the 
« Father's (r), and is to be refer'd to him (/), and i: 
<< generally to be offer'd to him through the Son (H).“ 
I add, or whether any Worſhip at any time 
ſhould be diſtinctly offer! d to Him, without an ex. 
preſs mention of the other two Perſons jointly with 
him. Without ſome Direction and Orders relating 
to theſe Matters, we muſt have been utterly at a 
loſs; and in danger of incurring the Reſentment 
of the other Two Perſons, as ſhewing a Neglect ot 
Diſreſpect to Them, if of our own heads we ſhould 
in any peculiar or diſtinguiſhing manner worſhip 
the Father, Whatever Inſtructions we may receive 
from the Light of Nature, relating to the Worſhip 


of the Divine Being as ſuch (4); we can have no 
Information from thence as to a diſtin# Worſhip to 
be paid to any one of the Three Perſons; even when 


it is revealed that there are Three equal in Natur! 


7 Diſſertat. 3. p. 52. (q) 2d. Def. p. 20, and p. 45. 
(r ) Defence, p. 260. Hp sz. f 
(] Rom. i. 20, 21, | 
1 ani 


1 6 
ind Godhead z becauſe we cannot know what Pre- 
| rogatives and what Condeſcenſions may belong by 
' (Economy or Voluntary Agreement to one or the other. 
And particularly with reſpect to the Perſons, con- 
cerning whom we wil! ſuppoſe it to be decla ed by 
| Revelation, that they have by “ voluntary Conde- 
ſcenſion, and according to the (Economy enter d in- 
« to from the Creation (x),“ conſented to act a Mi- 
| niſterial Part; how can it be known without an 
| expreſs Command or Direction, that while this 
| (Economy ſubſiſts, they have not alſo laid aſide 
| their Right or Demand of immediate and diſtinct 
| Worſhip ? *© The Son, it's ſaid, is an Angel or Me/- 
| « ſenger by Office and voluntary Condeſcenſion ( y), and 
ſ% miniſtred to the Father, his acting a Miniſte- 
„ rial Part is purely ceconomical (z).” The Doctor 
ſeems to allow that Je did not aſſume to him- 
| « ſelf to be honoured like God during his Humi- 
liation; his Glory had to appearance been under an 
| * Eclipſe during that State (a).“ The Scripture 
| fays expreſſly, that he emptied himſelf ; He ſpeaks 
of himſelf as then diveſted of the Glory which he had 
| with the Father before the World was, as having 
laid aſide the Form of God, and taken upon him the 
| Form of a Servant : by all this it ſhould ſeem, that 
de had quitted for that Time his Claim to Divine 
| Worſhip ; tho? it ſhould be granted that he did re- 
| ceive Divine Worſhip before. And indeed what- 
| ever the Doctor thinks may be ſaid in proof of the 
| Son's having been worſhiped with divine Worſhip | 
m his own Perſon, by Men and Angels, before his 
| Incarnation ; I don't find that he pretends to aflert, 
| that He required or received ſuch Worſhip during 
n bis Humiliation, or till after his Reſurrection, when 
ebe appeared in full Luſtre, in all the Brightneſs 
and Splendor of bis Divine Majeſty, as he had done 


„ (*) 24. Def. p. 146. C) p. 128. () p. 177. 
0% Def. p. 270. 
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ever before (H. And this ſeems to be the het 


Account, I think the only one, that can be given, 
on ſuppoſition of his having been always before hi 


Incarnation worſhiped in his diſtin Perſon by 3 


Angels, of that expreſs Command given to the 
Angels after his Reſurrection, according to what the 
Writer to the Hebrews ſays, When he bringeth again 
the firſt begotten into the World, he ſaith, let all the Au. 


gels of God worſhip him, For if he had, without inter. 


ruption, from the firſt Inſtant of his being known to 
the Angels, received Worſhip and Homage from 

them in his own Perſon ; what occaſion could there 
be for ſuch Command at hat Time? If any need 
of ſuch expreſs Command to them, one would think 
it ſhould be when God brought him fr/t into the 
World, when he had emptied himſelf, and appeared 
in the Vorm of a Servant; rather than at the Time 
when he brought him again into the World, 1. e. 
at his Reſurrection. When thoſe bleſſed Spirits 
ſaw that Economy of his Humiliation take place, 
they might perhaps naturally be led to think a Suſpen- 
ſion of their Worſhip proper, and ſo there might be 
occaſion for an expreſs Order, if 1t was to be con- 
tinued : whereas if we ſuppoſe it had been con. 
tinued through that State; what occaſion can there 
be conceiv'd for ſuch an Order at the Expiration of 
it; when they ſaw him appearing again in full Luſtre, 
in all the Brightneſs and Splendor of his divine Ma- 
jeſty, as he had done ever before? Upon the whole, 
I muſt own it doth not appear to me ſuitable or 
congruous, that while he was by voluntary Con- 
deſcenſion made locber than the Angels, and had laid 
aſide the Form of God, he ſhould at the ſame time 
be worſhiped by all the Angels with divine Wor- 
ſhip. 

Now this being granted, that the Son for the 
Time while he acted the Miniterial Part, which he 


(5) Def. p. 270. 
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had 
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(9) 


ſhip in his diſtinct. Perſon ; ſince the Holy Spirit, 
according to the QÆconomy repreſented in the Go- 


ſpel, acts now a Miniſterial Part, being Chriſt's A- 


gent here on Earth, ſent by him after that he aſ- 
cended into Heaven, and ſat down at the Right-hand 


of God 3 is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that He 


E alſo doth not think it proper to have that Wor- 
© ſhip and Glory given to 47m in his diſtinct Perſon, 
that is given to the aber and the So, © who are 
both repreſented to us as on a Throne of Glory (c),“ 
while he continues to a& thus; even as the Son 
did not aſſume this to himſelf during his Humilia- 
tion; not till he was reinveſted in that Glory, which 
he had before with the Father? This is certain, the 
Holy Spirit hath no where required it, and for this 
very Reaſon we may fear, leſt it ſhould be impu- 

ee to us as Preſumption to offer it, intruding into 

thoſe things which we have not ſeen; eſpecially, 
ſince the Apoſtles themſelves never thought fit to 
do fo, 

What the Learned Dr. Waterland obſerves, with 

veſpect to the ** attributing Creation, Redemption, 

© © Santtification, each reſpectively to one Perſon, ra- 
ber than another z” and the excellent Words he 
quotes from Biſhop Bull, with relation to the dit inet 

Erivealing of thoſe diftintt Titles; will hold equally 

with reſpect to the Worſhip to be paid to each Per- 

Elon upon account of thoſe Titles (4). The Doctor 

poblerves, that “ The" Father, Son, and Hely-Gheſt 

care jointiy concerned in Creation, Redemption, and 

d Fandtification; yet it may ſeem good to infinite 

je dom, for great Ends and Reaſons, to attribuie 

each reſpectively to one Perſon, rather than ano- 
ther; ſo that the Father may be emphatically Cre- 


Vid. Chriſt, Dor. of the Trinity, p. 220. (d): Def. 
4 274. | 
ad 2» Hz 


had taken upon him, did not receive divine Wor- 
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He is pleaſed to add, Aud upon the commentin 
& of theſe Titles reſpettively, the diſtint# Worſhip (| 
each (among Men) might accordingly comment, 
& alſo.” Diftint Worſhip would indeed con. 
mence alſo with the commencing of the Titles; i| 
the Infinite Wiſdom which ſaw good to attribute th 
Titles to one Perſon rather than another, had ſen 
good alſo to appoint that a diſtinct Worſhip « 
each Perſon ſhould be join'd with thele Titles; 
without ſuch Appointment, how do we know that 
it is agreeable to the Infinite Wiſdom, that a diſtind 
Worſhip ſhould commence with the commencing ot 
the Title? 1 Wh 

go farther, and ſhall now ſhew from the Do 
himſelf, that there being no ſuch Appointment 
particularly of a diſtinct Worſhip to be paid to the 
Holy-Ghoſt, upon the commencing of his Title of 
Sanctifier; no Neaſonings of ours will be a ſufficient 
Ground for it. To prove this, I ſhall make uſe af 
the Doctor's Argument againſt any Creature Worſhip, 
only putting in Perſons mentioned in Scripture 4 
Objects of Worſhip, inſtead of the general word Gui; 
and ſubſtituting the Holy-Ghoſt in the room of ay 
Creature: We ſhall find the Argument holds good 
with reſpect to the One, as well as the Other; 6 
far as it proceeds upon the Negative, and that; 
ſufficient for our preſent Purpoſe (e). The Scry- 
ture ſets forth the Father and the Son as the O0. 
jects of Worſhip : * There is neither Rirle nor E«- 
« ample in it for the worſhiping any other Perſot 
„ whatever; but all the Texts relating to this Mai. 
&* ter are only for the Worſhip of the Father or tis 
Son. Noto whatever Reaſons Human Wiſden 
e may invent for the <worſhiping of the Holy-Gholi, 
e befides the Father and the Son; thoje are new! 
* 76 be oppoſed to the unerring Wiſdom of God, ul, 
« beſt knows to whom Worſhip is io be paid, Iii 

(e) Def. p. 233. | | 


RA 


oC wel 


Ern) 


« Holy Ghoſt is wiſe enongb to know, ready enough 


« to hear, and able to relicve our Wants at any 


« Diſtance. I will ſuppoſe likewiſe, that it may 
« ſeem to human Wiſdom very fit and proper, that 
« ſuch a Perſon as can aſſiſt, er have the charge of 
& others, ſhould be reſpected, worſhip d, and adored 


« by them, I will ſuppoſe alſo, that we may be ſo 


« jonorant as not to perceive any great harm in theſe 
« Suppoſetions, from the Nature of the Thing, barely 
« and ſingly conſider d. But God's Thoughts are not 
« our Thoughts, He hath not ſeen fit to preſcribe or 


« dirett it. A thouſand Reaſons infinite Wiſdom 


% may have for not requiring Acts of Religious 
« Worſhip to be paid to any but to the Father and 
« the Son”. Thus the Argument, as far as it 
proceeds in the Negative way, if I may fo expreſs 
it, is, I think, without diſpute exactly parallel. 
And truly, if we are to take our Directions from 
the unerring Wiſdom of God, who beſt knows tn non 
Worſhip is proper to be paid; I think we may very 
juſtly reckon this to be an Appropriating {the word 
the Doctor uſes in his Argument] of Worſhip to 
the Perſons of the Father and of the Son; ſince the 


Scripture is entirely filent as to any other Perſon's 


being the Object of Religious Worſhip. | 
But, whereas it may be thought that the Door's 
Argument which I refer to, is much ſtronger againſt 


the Worſhiping of Creatures, by reaſon of the ex- 


preſs Excluſives we find in Scripture with reference 
to Them; fo that the Doctor can ſay with reference 
to that Point, God hath been pleaſed to enter an 
** expreſs Caveat and Prohibition in the Caſe ,” 
Let me obſerve, that, if in thoſe Places where there 
is an expreſs Appropriation, it is as plainly as Words 
can expreſs it, One ſingle Perſon, that ſpeaks, or is 
ſpoken of, e. g. Thou halt have no other Gods be- 
| | D | 


| * not here argue the Point from the Nature of the 
Ting itſelf. I will ſuppoſe (I grant it) tha? the 
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612) 
fore ME (F), Thou ſhall worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and H I M (g) only ſhalt thou ſerve; and ſo in the 
reſt: And if it appears evidently from the whole 
Current of Scripture, in the New Teſtament as well 
as the Old, who this Perſon is, namely, He that in 
times paſt ſpake unto the Fathers by the Prophets, and 
hath in theſe laſt times ſpoken to us by HIS SON, 
then it may be ſaid, He who according to the co 
nom and by mutual Concert and Agreement is in 
Office Supreme, or, as others ſpeak, /uſtains the Rights 
of the Deity, hath enter'd his Caveat and Prohibi- 
tion againſt any other Perſon's being an Object of 
Worſhip; till he ſhould give farther Directions. 
Such Dire&ions we have with reſpect to our Bleſſed 
 Swviour, who is /at down with the Father 6 hi; 
Throne; and concerning whom he ſaid, when he 
brought again the firſt begotten into the World, 
Let all the Angels of God worſhip him; and unto 
whom conſequently, we find the Apoſtles and the 
whole Creation paying Worſhip, in conjunction with 
him that fitteth upon the Throne. But we find 
no ſuch Direction with reſpect to the Holy Spirit. 
May it not be ſaid then, that with reſpe& to him, 
the Caveat or Prohibition ſtill ſtands in force? 
The: Doctor obſerves (H), that, As the Son 
* ſtands to us under the particular Character a 
« Mediator, beſides what he is in common with I 
Father, our Prayers, generally, are to be offer'd 
rather through him, than to him.“ He adds, 
yet not forgetting or omitting for fear of Miſa. 
prebenſion or groſs Miſtakes, to offer Prayers di. 


cc 


| Did the People of If. ael, or indeed could any Man, upon 
1 nearing thoſe Words. I a the Lied thy God wha brought thee 
1 ever imagine that there were Three Perſons then ſpeaking t0 
chem, and that when they heard it proclaimed, Thou /halt huge 
„ other Gods before ine; the Meaning was, "Chou thalt have 
no other Objects of Worſhip beſides US THREE? 

g) Who elſe but that Perſon whom Chriſt himſelf the Son 
t God worſhiped ? (Def p. 252. 


« e 


(18-3 

« yeftly to him, and to join bim with the Father in 

« Doxologies.” How comes it to paſs, that to pre- 
vent ſuch Miſapprebenſion or groſs Miſtakes with re- 

lation to the Holy Spirit, we don't find any Prayers 

offer'd directly to him, or that he is ever join'd with 

the Father and the Son in Doxologies. Some per- 

haps will think there was at leaſt equal Danger with 

ge pelt to the Spirit; inaſmuch as he hath no where 

in Scripture the Title of Cd, as our Saviour hath; 

is never repreſented as ſting on a Throne, aud hav- 

ing all Power in Heaven and in Earth given to him, 

as Chriſt is; but rather as acting in all he doth 

„ in us and for us, in Subordination to the Father 

« and the Son, as a prime Miniſter in their King- 
e dom (i). So that if it had been the Will of God 

that we ſhould join the Spirit with the Father and 

the Son in Doxologtes, and that Prayers ſhould be 
directly offer'd to him as well as to them; there 
might ſeem rather more Occaſion for an expreſs Com- 

mand or Direction for this, than there was with 

reſpect to the Son. Or, to turn it the other way, 

if the Intimations, it's ſuppoſed, we have in Scrip- 


ture of the Divinity of the Spirit, be ſufficient to 


authoriſe a diſtinct Worſhip of the Perſon of the 
Spirit; might not the much more abundant Proofs 
which, as is generally acknowledged, we have of 
the Divinity of the Son (), have been more abun- 


dantly ſufficient to eſtabliſh the Iike Worſhip of the 


Son? Who can account then for ſo much Care 


taken in the one Caſe, by expreſs Command and 
frequent Practice; and none at all taken in the 
other? Some perhaps will be ſo perverſe, as to make 
this an Argument againſt the Divinity of the Spirit, 
It the Divinity of the Perſon be a Reaſon why he 
ſhould have diſtin& Worſhip paid to him, they will 

) Chriſt. Doctr. of the Trinity, p. 220. % Chriſt. 


D>ar. p. 85. The Scripture hath not occaſion to give half ſo 
m ny Proof of the Godhead of the Holy Spirit. 
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(14) 
be apt to infer, that the Apoſtles did not hold this 
Article; fince, as far as appears, they never paid 
him ſuch Worſhip. | 
There are, I think, but two Paſſages in the New 

Teſtament, alleg'd with any Appearance of a 
Proof of diſtinct Worſhip paid to the Holy Ghoſt. 
One is the Form of Baptiſm, Mat. xxviii. 19. the 
other, the Apoſtolical Benediftion, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
The two Texts above-mention'd are particularly 
taken notice of by Dr. Waits. And theſe are the only 
ones refer'd to by the Aſſembly of Divines in their 
larger Catechiſm. In anſwer to the Queſtion, How 
doth it appear, that the Sen and Holy-Ghoſt are God 
equal with the Father ? among other things they 
inſtance in Worſhip as a Proof of this; and refer to 
theſe two Texts. | 

Dr. I/atts calls Baptiſm it ſelf a piece of Worſhip 
(7). It may be reckon'd fo in a general Senſe of the 
Word, being an Inſtitution of Chriſt, and, as the 
Doctor ſtiles it, a Sacred Ceremony; ſo is eating 
Bread and drinking Wine in remembrance of Chriſt; 
and in a lax Senſe, Hearing the Word in the 
Publick Aſſemblies, may alſo be called a Piece of 
NMorſbip, as *tis done in Obedience to a divine Com- 
mand: But Baptiſm in itſelf conſider'd, is no di- 
rect Act of Worſhip, either in the Perſon to whom 
it is adminiſter'd, or in him that doth adminiſter 
it. As to the former, properly ſpeaking, he is only 
paſſive in it, being waſhed with Water, according to 
an Appointment of Chriſt, And whatever may 
be implied in his ſubmitting to this Ordinance z ei- 
ther as to Faith in the Perſons into whoſe Name he 
is baptized, or as to any Engagements he is ſuppoſed 
to enter into towards them; it can be underſtood 
only of believing in the Perſons according to the 
Revelation that is made concerning them in tie 


Goſpel; and of paying ſuch Regards to them as are 


16e 


7) Chriſt, Do. p 94. 


( 15) 5 
there requir d. But ſays the Doctor, Wo are dedi- 


« cated to the Holy-Ghoft in this Solemnity;” and in 


another place(m), We are devoted to his Service “. 
If this be allowed; ſtill it muſt be granted, that 
this can be no other Service of the Spirit than what 
is injoin'd in the New-Teſtament ; we muſt there- 
fore learn from thence, Whether this be a Service 
he requires of us, That we pay him the ſame divine 
Worſhip which we pay to the Father. . 

It is evident St. Paul had no ſuch Notion of 
Baptiſm ; I mean, that the being baptized into the 
Name of a Perſon, included an Obligation of pay- 
ing religious Worſhip to that Perſon. He ſpeaks 
of the Iſraelites, as being baptized into Moſes, 1 Cor. 
x. 2. (that Phraſe is, no doubt, of the ſame import 
as being baptized into the Name of Moſes; for he 
uſes the ſame with reſpect to Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
Gal. iii. 27. Rom, vi. 3. As many of us as were 
baptized into Chriſt) but were the I1/raelites hereby 
dedicated to the Service of Moſes, and to pay the 
ſame Honors to him as to (God ? 

He tells the Corinthians, that he was very ſpa- 
ring in adminiſtring this Ordinance, leſt any ſhould 
ſay that he had baptized into his own Name, 1 Cor. 
1. 15. Do we think, that if any had reported that 
he baptized into his own Name, they meant to charge 
him with ſetting up himſelf as an Object of religi- 
ous Worſhip ? or that the Apoſtle himſelf was atraid 
of this? In ſhort, the being baptized into the 
Name of the Holy-Ghoſt, can infer no more than 
an Acknowledgment of him in the Character and 
Office, in which he is repreſented to us in the Goſ- 
pel Revelation, and paying the Regards to him 
which are there required of us. Nor is this, his being 
joined with the Father and the Son in that facred 
Ceremony, any Proof of his Title to or claiming 
from us equal Honors. When St. Paul joins the 

el tt 

n) Chriſt, Dock. p. 218. 
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616) 

ele Angels with God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in that ſolemn Charge to Timothy, ſaying, I charge 
thee before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 
eleft Angels---- 1 Tim. v. 21. doth he intend, that e- 
qual Regard is due to the elect Angels, as to God 
himſelf and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Nay, which 
may ſeem to come more directly to the Point ; we 
find God and the Creature join'd together as Ob- 
jets of one and the fame Act. Thus it's ſaid, 
Exod. xiv. ult. The People feared the Lord, and be- 
lieved the Lord and his Servant Moſes. And 
1 Chron. xxix, 20. All the Congregation bleſſed the 
Lord God of their Fathers, and bowed down their 
Heads, and worſhiped the Lord and the King, 

What hath been ſaid is, I think, abundantly ſuf- 


ficient to ſhew, that Baptiſm with reſpe& to the 


Perſon receiving Baptiſm, is not in itſelf a direct 
Worſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, nor doth infer an Ob- 
ligation to pay a diſtinct Worſhip to him. I need 
not add after this, that neither doth it ſuppoſe any 
ſuch Worſhip of the Spirit in him that adminiſters 
it. For it's plain, the adminiſtring Baptiſm is no- 
thing more than the applying this Rite or Ceremo- 
ny to a qualified Subject, for the Uſes and Purpoſes 
for which it was appointed. And tho' jt may be 


highly proper that folemn Prayer and Praiſe ſhould 


attend ſuch an Ordinance ; we have no Direction, 
nor the Jeaſt Intimation, that ſuch Prayer and Praiſe 
are to be offer'd diſtinctly to the Three Perſons into 
whoſe Names we are to he baptized. I conclude 
upon the whole, that the Form of Baptiſm is no 
Foundation for addrefling our ſelves in a way 9 
Prayer or Praiſe directly to the Bleſſed Spirit. 


As to the Apoſtelice! Benediftion, The Grace of the 


Lord Fejus Chriſt, aud the Love of God, and the 
Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all (to 


which Dr. Watts adds, a Parallel in the Book of 


K2wvelation, ſuppoſing the ſeven Spirits before the 
3 | Tyrone, 


B 


617 


not diſpute, though ſome are of a different Mind) 


who doth not ſee that this is very different from a 


direct Addreſs by way of Prayer to the Spirit? If 
I ſhould ſay to a Friend, May the good Angels at- 
tend you; ſhall this be call'd a Praying to Angels? 
We are therefore ſtill to ſeek for any Scripture 
Authority for direct Addreſſes in a way of Prayer 
or Praiſe to the Perſon of the Spirit. But Cuftom 
is pleaded for this Practice (n), tho? it is acknow- 
ledg' d, They are but ſome few Hints or Exam- 
6 ples of a Doxology, or Aſcription of Praife to the 
« Holy Spirit, together with the Father and the Son, 


„ which learned Men have found in the Primitive 


Ages: and in another place, by the fame Au- 
thor ; ** Two or three Examples in the Writers of 
« the three firſt Centuries (o).“ I ſhall not enter 
into a Debate about the Autiguity of this Cuſtom. 
If any have the Curioſity to enquire into this Mat- 
ter, they may conſult the Writings of Mr. }/hifton, 


Dr. Waterland, and others. Thoſe few Hints and 


Examples that learned Men have found m primi- 
tive Ages, I am afraid, are at beſt uncertain, con- 
ſidering how eaſy it is and almoſt natural, in tran- 


{cribing a Doxology, to fall into the Form one hath. 


been conſtantly us'd to; when there is no Deſign 
of varying: one may rather ſuppoſe that it is ſcarce 
to be avoided without a particular Care and Exacł- 
neſs, more than was ordinarily to be expected from 
common Tranſcribers; and we know, the Copies we 


have, muſt have been tranſcribed long after that the 


Doxologies now in uſe, were become common a- 
mong Chriſtians. But the Practice of Jater Ages 
will be acknowledged to be of little weight. I ſhall 
only obſerve farther, that if any inconteſtable In- 
ſtance may be produced of joining the Spirit with 
the Father and the Son in Aſcription of Praiſe ; J 

Hog | do 


(n) Chriſt. Doctr p. 223. (e, Diſſertat. 5 p. TAP 


Throne, to ſignify the Holy Ghoſt ; which I ſhall 
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289 | 

do not know that any learned Men have yet found 
one Example in the Three firſ Centuries, of the 
Doxology ſometimes uſed, I mean, The aſcribing 
Glory lo the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt jointly and 
expreſsly as the One living and true God, 

Moreover, there are prudential Confiderations 
offer'd in juſtification of the common Doxologies. 
« It may be expedient, ſays Dr. Watts, to prattiſe 
it frequently in ſome Churches, where it hath been 
% long uſed, leſt great Offence be given (p).“ We 
know very well the leaving off many ſuperſtitious 
Practices of Popery gave great Offence at firſt to 
Multitudes. Were not many greatly offended 
when Prayers to the Virgin Mary and other Saints 
were laid aſide; and wworſbiping the Heſt ? ] dare ſay 
the good Doctor will not maintain, that we muſt 
continue a Practice not warranted by Scripture, 
merely to pleaſe ſome ignorant People ; rather let 
them be better inſtructed : in the mean time, let 
us follow our Rule. . 

And methinks there ſhould be ſome Conſidera- 
tion of the Offence given to thoſe who diſlike this 
Practice, as being unſcriptural; as well as of thoſe 
who would be offended at the diſuſe of it. It is 
true, theſe latter are, it's likely, much more nume- 
rous; but the others, I think, have manifeſtly the 


Neceſſity of uſing ſuch Doxologies; and certainly 
in themſelves, and it may be preſumed as accept- 


ducing a Manner of Worſhip (not to ſay an Ob- 
ject of Worſhip) which the Scripture is entirely ſi- 
lent about. Will they who would be offended at 
the diſuſe of the common Doxologics, pretend 
that the leaving them off, and making uſe of Scrip- 
tural Doxologies in their ſtead, or ſuch as are pain: 

oF 

(+) Chriſt, Doctr. p. 223. 


better Plea. It is not pretended that there is any 
the Doxologies uſed by the Apoſtles are as good 


table unto God, as thoſe of later Invention, intro- 


. — — — — — 4 


( 19) 


| judge thoſe unſcriptural Doxologies unlawful, and 


| cannot join in them. Let any impartial Perſon 


judge, Who hath the better Pretence for being 


* 


W offended ; or, Both being offended, which of the 


Iwo deſerves moſt to be conſidered, 

Another prudential Confideration ſuggeſted by 
the Doctor is, That it may be proper ſometimes to uſe 
F © it on purpoſe to hold forth the Doctrine of the Tri- 
ih in times of Error, and to take away all Suj- 
« picion of Hereſy from the publick Worſhip.” This 
we are certain of, that the Apoſtles of our Lord 
did not make uſe of this Method for holding forth 
FE the Doctrine of the Trinity; nor the Chriſtian 
Church, at leaſt not generally, for ſome Ages af- 
ter them. Whether it was that the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, as now commonly received, was not 


then held forth as the Doctrine of Chriſtianity 3 or 


© becauſe they did not think of this Method; or did 
not approve of it. If thoſe Times were not Times 
F Error among Chriſtians themſelves ; yet as Chri- 
ſtians were ſurrounded with Fews or Heathens, who 
could not but look upon the Doctrine of the Tri- 


E nity, if the ſame that is now held, as a new and 


ſtrange Doctrine; doubtleſs there was occaſion then 
for all proper Methods of Holding i, forth, and keep- 
ing up the Profeſſion of it; but it ſeems this Me- 
| thod was not thought of, or was not thought pro- 
per to be uſed for this Purpoſe. Nor indeed can 
| | perceive that it is at all neceſſary for the mention- 
ed purpoſes in our Time. Undoubted!y there are 
many among the Diſſenters, whoſe Reputation for 
| Orthodoxy is fo well eſtabliſhed, that they have no 
need to have recourſe to This for preventing a Su/- 
| Picton of Hereſy. And if ſach did generally forbear 
| this Practice; the diſuſe of ſuch Doxologies could 


| tiveno Handle for the ſuſpecting others. And truly a 
1 E Suſpicion 


ly agreeable to Scripture, is unlatoful ? The others 
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(20) 
Suſpicion of Hereſy founded barely upon a Miniſter! 
ufing only Scripture Doxologies, 1s in it ſelf an un. 
reaſonable Suſpicion ; and it can by no means he 
for the Intereſt of Miniſters, or for the Peace of 


Chriſtian Societies, to give Encouragement to 


groundleſs Jealoufies. 
After all, if the Practice itſelf be unwarrantabls, 
all ſuch prudential Conſiderations will fall to the 


ground. We muſt not do evil that good may come (| 


it. And I would hope, that as this good Man hath 
been ſo frank and honeſt as to own, ** That !/ 
* iſing ſuch Doxologies ought not to be eſteemed | 
& conſtant, and ſo neceſſary a part of Worſhip a; 
* modern Ages have made it; and as he himſelf on 
* thought it to be (p): So upon farther Conj- 
deration he may be convinced, and may acknow. 
ledge, that neither doth Prudence or Expedicnis 
require the occaſional Practice of them (q). 

But there is a farther Remark of the Doctor's re. 
lating to this Practice, which he thinks may give 
** a full Anſever to that Oljection which hath lex 
« raiſed by ſome Trinitarians and Unitarians 4. 
6 oainſ his Propoſal of Occafional Doxologies to the 
Hoy Spirit, as Pr udence and Expedience may re. 
* quire $” and | would not overlook any thing 
which that itn Writer hath offer'd upon thc 
Subject. He fays thus (7), Me are not neceſſarily 
« bound ta doxoiogi ze the Divine Attribute of 
% Grace, Goodneſs or Wiſdom, explicitly or diſtinũ. 
« ly; andyet Prudence and Expedience may joiit- 
«. times dire it. The ſame may be juſtly ſaid chi 
ce cerning any explicit Doxologies to the Holy Shi 
« it, which is a Power of the Godbead.” FE this 
proceeds upon a peculiar Notion of the Dottor's, 

aſcribing 


(5%. Piſſert. 5. p. 152, (4) vid. Chriſt, Dor. p. 237 
(r) Diſſert. 5. P. 154. Marg. 
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4 ( 21 ) 

j aſcribing only a figurative Perſonality to the Spi- 
it (5); and I believe is very different from the 
common Sentiment of Chriſtians, when they wor- 
E ſhip the Holy Ghoſt, it will be of little ſervice in 
© Defenſe of their Practice, who pay Worſhip to 
him as a real Perſon. And truly according to the 

general Senſe of Mankind, as I take it, *tis always 
E ſome Per/on that is underſtood to be the proper 
© Object of Worſhip, and not an Attribute or Power: 
And when we ſay, Thanks be to divine Mercy, adored 
be his Power, or Grace, &c. no one conceives of thoſe 
Attributes as diſtinct proper Objects of Worſhip ; 

but the Being or Perſon who is poſſeſs d of thoſe 

Attributes and Perfections is underſtood to be the 

Object of Praiſe and Glory; and our Acknowledg- 

ments and Thankſpivings are offer'd to him upon 


account of his exerciſing or diſplaying ſuch Per- 


fections (7). And if this be all that is intended in 
Doxologies addreſſed to the Spirit, viz. the Doxolo- 
Jizing the Spirit in the ſame manner as we may do vo- 
| lopize any divine Altribute; how is it that we never 
hear any of the other Attributes join'd with the 
| Father and the Son in their Doxologies? I believe 
it would ſound odd in the Ears of moſt Chriſtians, 


to hear a Doxology including the ſeveral Attributes 


or Powers of the Divine Being together with the 
Halber and the San, and addreſſing to them as 
diſtinct Objects of Adoration : e.g. If one, con- 
cluding his Prayer according to the uſual Form 
E ſhould ſay, To whom with the Father and his Power, 


ond his Wiſdom, and his Mercy, and his Grace, &c. 


| be Glory: And yet more ſoz if Glory ſhould be 


vide p. 153. | 

.) So the Doctor himſelf, Worſhip is ſome peculiar Honour or 
© Reſpe# paid to an intelligent Being. Diſſert. p. 150. And again, 
Prop. 3 p. 51. Religious Worſhip is generally de ſcribed to be 
3 Divine Honour paid to ſome Superior Being, an the Account of ſome 
E «poſed divine Excellencies and Powers belonging to it. 


E 2 aſcribed 
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: (22) 
aſcribed to all theſe as being together with the H. 
ther and the Son the one true God : i. e. If inſtead of 
ſaying as ſome do, To the Father, to the Son, and 
to the Holy-Ghoſt, the one living and true God; 


one ſhould ſay, To the Father, and to the Son, and N 


to the Power of God, and to the Wiſdom of Grd, and 


to the Mercy of God, and to the Providence of God | | 


(for this no doubt may alſo be doxologized)allwhich 
are the One true Goa, be Glory — Or more bricfly, 
as the Doctor, I think, chuſes to expreſs his Noticn 
of the Spirit, To the Father, to the Son, and to the 
Power in the Father or in the Divine Being, called 
the Holy Ghoſt, which Three are the One living ard 
true God, be Glory But, I ſuppoſe the Genera. 
lity of thoſe who uſe the common Doxologies, 
will ſcarce think this Plea for their Turn; I ſhall 
therefore ſay no more to it. | 


[ have now conſider'd all that (fo far as hath cc. 
cur'd to me) hath been alleg'd by that ingenious 
and candid Writer Dr. Watts, in Defenſe of Ad- 
drefling ourſelves in a way of Prayer and Praiſe di. 
rectly to the Holy Spirit; and find no Proof of any 
I/arrant from Scripture for ſuch Practice. I have 
alſo ſhewn, that upon the Hypotheſis of the 
Learned Dr. Waterland, even granting the abſolute 
Equality of Nature which he contends for, there 
cannot be ſufficient Ground or Warrant for ſuch 
dliſtinct Addreſſes to the Perſon of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
without a poſitive and expreſs Command or Direction 
from the Word of God, But ſuch Command or 
Direction, it is confeſſed, we have not. 

And I beg leave humbly to offer, what I have 
here laid betore the World, in a particular manner, 
to the ſerious Conſideration of Diſſenters, Miniſters 
and People. They have always profeſſed a parti 
cular Zeal againſt Unſcriptural Worſhip, I 1 

| hat 


(323) 
hath been long ſince made a Plea for Noncon- 
© formity: And they are at Liberiy to come as near 
to the Model of Scripture as they pleaſe. As 
for the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church; 
E whatever Advantage they may have with reſpect 
to the declaring their Opinions in the Pu'- 
pit, or by the Preſs; having no Fear of being 
© ejected by their Pariſhioners, if they ſhould not come 
up to their Standard of Orthodoxy ; yet with re- 
| ſpect to their Publick Worſhip, we know they are 
tied down to their preſcribed Forms, and muſt not 
vary from them, whatever may be their private 
E Sentiments or Inclinations ; till the ſame Authority 
> which eſtabliſhed thoſe Forms, ſhall think fit to 
alter them. It is well known ſome of moſt eminent 
Note in the Church would long ago have been 
| clad to have been fairly rid of ſome things pre- 
E {cribed in the Publick Worſhip, but have wiſh'd in 


© vain, In this reſpe&, it muſt be own'd, Miniſters 


among the Diſſenters have the Advantage. They 
may, any of them, leave off a Practice, when con- 
| vinced that it is not warranted by the Word of 
God; and have none to call them to account: I 
mean, if the Miniſter and People are both agreed in 
the Matter, and therefore I propoſe theſe Conſide- 
| rations to Both. And one would hope there will 
not be found many among the People ſo ſtiff in the 
Matter, as to withdraw from their Minifter barely 
en the account of his preferring Scripture Doxolo- 
| {es to thoſe of Men's Invention. 

If upon this Enquiry it ſhall appear to any of the 
Diſſenters, that we have no Warrant from Scrip- 
ture for the addreſſing our ſelves in a way of Prayer 
er Praiſe directly to the Holy-Spirit; J ſuppoſe l 
nced ſay no more to engage ſuch to lay aſide the 
Practice. | | 


However, 


(215 
However, ſince the Aſſembly's Catechiſm and Coy. 
feſſion of Faith are generally of great Authority 
among Diſſenters of the Three Denominations , | 


ſhall by way of Concluſion Jay before them ſever;] | 


Pallages of the 4fjembly, which do very expreſlly 
condemn every thing in the Worſhip of God which 


is not warranted by Scripture, as well as what is 
contrary. to it. In the beginning of the Leſter 


Catechiſm we are taught, that . The Word of Cod 
« which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and 
« New Teſtament, is the only Rule fo direct us hy 
&« wwe may glorify God.” In their Confeſſion, Chap. 


21, of Religious Worſhip. ** The acceptable Way if 


* IWorſhiping the true God is inſtituted by himfelf, a 
« /o limited by his own revealed Mill, that he 0 
* no! be worſhiped according to the Tmaginations and 
Devices of Men, or—any other way not preſcribe 
in the Holy Scripture.” Once more, in th: 
larger Catechiſm, in the Catalogue they give us of 
Sins forbidden in the Second Commandment, they 
reckon, ** Al] Deviſing, Counſelling, Commancing, 
* and any ways Approving any Religious Worſhip not 
<« inſtituted by God himſelf, all ſuperſtitions De 
«© vices, corrupting the Worſhip of God, adding to tt, 
&« taking from it ; whether invented or taken up of 
% our ſelves, or received by Tradition from ons; 
* tho under the Title of Antiquity, Cuſtom, De. 
« votion,. good Intent, or any other Pretence 
„ whatſoever.” 

Let me alſo add what the Learned Dr. O:ze hath 
ſaid upon this Head, a Perſon highly eſteemed by 
many among Diſienters, and that very juſtly, In his 
Eepoſit. of the Ep. to the Hebrews, Vol. I. p. 95, 
99. he thus ſpeaks ; © The Command of God is i 
« Ground and Reaſon of all religious Worſhip. Tit 

« Angels are to worſhip the Lord Chri/* the Medic. 
* tor ; and the ground of their ſo doing is Gu) 

Command 


( 25 ) 
Ii Command: He faith, Let all the Angels of God 
% worſoip him.——1n one way or other, Command 
© « is the Ground and Cauſe of all Worſhip. For, 1. 
„% Worſhip is Obedience, Obedience reſpects Au- 
e thority,—1t is the Authority of God alone that 
can make any Worſhip to be religious, or the Per- 
formance of it to be an Af of Obedience unto him. 
| « 2, God would never allow that the Will and Wiſ- 
dom of any of his Creatures, ſhould be the Riſe, 
E « Rule, or Meaſure of his Worſhip, or any part of it, 
© « or any thing that belongs to it: This Honour he 
© « hath reſerved unto himſelf, neither will he part 
with it unto any other, He alone knows what be- 
comes his own Greatneſs and Holineſs, and what 
ends to the Advancement of his Glory. Hence 
be Scripture abounds with ſevere Interdictions and 
Comminations againſt them who ſhall preſume to 
do or appoint any thing in his Worſhip beſides or 
beyond his own Inſtitution, ---- All This ſhould 
tach us in all that we have to do in the Worſhip 
f God, carefully to look after his Word of Com. 
mand and Inſtitution, Without this, all that 
e dots loſt, as being no Obedience unto God. 
Tea, it is an open ſetting up of our own Wills 
« and Wiſdom againſt him; and that in things of 
bis own eſpecial Concernment; which is intolera- 


ble Boldneſs and Preſumption.” | 


I know very well, that both the Dector and the 
Aſembly of Divines did allow of the Worthip of 
te Holy Ghoſt. I produce what hath been quoted 
from them, only to ſhew what were their Senti- 
15 We ments concerning Worſhip ſuppoſed not to be in- 
„ W fiituted, He that will ſay he hath a Command for 
adiſtinct Worſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, let him pro- 
auce it. I cannot but ſay, it ſeems exceeding ſtrange, 
„i fuch Command there were, that the Apeſtles of 
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C26) 
our Lord ſhould" take no notice of it, neither in th 
Directions they have any where given to Chriſtia 
relating to Religious Worſhip, nor in their oy 
Practice; and that the primitive Writers ſhoul; 
make no mention of it; and that there ſhould h 
ſo little Appearance of the Obſervance of it, for ſ 
many Ages in the Chriſtian Church. 
Upon the whole, while we follow the Diredin 
of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, ing of our Fe. 
ther who is in Heaven, that he would give bis Hi 
Spirit to us; while we imitate the TS Apeſthe 
thoſe firſt and moſt glorious Chriſtians, bowing yr 
Knees to the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, thi 
be would grant unto us, that we may, according to tl! 
Riches of bis Glory, be ſtrengthened with might h 
his Spirit in tbe inner man; bleſſing the God and Fi. 
ther of our Lord 'Feſus Chrift, = bath bleſſed i 
with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly things, in 
through Chriſt while we join with the many As. 
gels round about the Throne; and the living Creature; 
and the Elders, ſaying, Worthy is the Lamb that wa; 
ain to receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, ond 
Strength, and Honor, and Glory and Bleſſing ; and 
with the whole Creation, ſaying, Bleſſing and Hr. 
nor, and Glory, and Power be unto him that ſittet' 
upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever all 
ever; we know we are ſafe, we are ſure this is ac- 
ceptable Worſhip. If any, not content with thi, 
will be ſo officious, as to offer up direct Addreſſes 
to the Holy Ghoſt, and give him equal Honor wii 
the Father, they may do well to conſider what they 
will anſwer, when the Lord our God,who is a jealaw 
.. God, tall 14 unto them, ron hath required this d 
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N. B. Beſides what has been obſerved in general, 


concerning the entire Silence of Scripture, as to any 
direct Worſhip of the Spirit, both with reſpect to 
Precept and Example, I think it deſerves a particu- 
hr Conſideration, that our Lord himſelf never prac- 
tiſed it, nor gave any Direction about it, when it 
ſhould ſeem there was the faireſt Occaſion for it. We 
have direction from our Bleſſed Saviour, to aft of our 
Father who is in Heaven, that he would give his holy 
Spirit to us; but when Chriſt is repreſenting to his 
Diſciples in a very ſolemn 'manner the great Ad- 


vantage they would receife by the Spirit's coming 
to refide with them, in thE* 5th and 16th Chapters 
of St. John's Goſpel, he doth not give the leaſt In- 
timation that it was required or expected of them, 
that they ſhould: addreſs to the Spirit, either in a way 
of Prayer or Praiſe and Thankſziving, for the Bene- 
fits they were to receive from him; which, one 
would think, our Lord could not well have omitted 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, had it been his Will that they 
ſhould have done fo. And as to his own Practice, 
we have not the leaſt Hint of any ſuch thing, tho? 
uwe read that he often prayed to his Father and gave 
Thanks to him. It may be thought perhaps that 
our Lord had no occaſion to pray to the Spirit, be- 
= cauſe he had the Spirit actually given to him without 
= meaſure, If it be granted that this might excuſe 
him from that part of Worſhip z yet upon that very 
account, one would think the Reaſon was ſo much 
the ſtronger, for his giving Thanks and Praiſe to 
the Spirit; if Dr. Wattss arguing be right, viz. 
Since the Holy Spirit is true God, ſince he is repre- 
s ſented in Scripture in a perſonal manner, or as a 
Divine Perſon ; and ſince in the ſacred Oeconomy 
| © be is appointed to enlighten, to ſanttify, to com- 
F — 


8 

&« fort us; I think we may by juſt Inference derive 
« ſufficient Ground from Scripture, upon ſome Occa- 
& fons to give him Praiſe when we have received his 
& ſacred Influences.” I think we may by juſt Inte. 
rence derive ſufficient Ground from Scripture to be. 
lieve, either that our Bleſſed Lord did not allow of 
ſome of Dr. Watiys Premiſes, or that he did not 
perceive the Juſtneſs of his Inference. 
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